
The first ancestors of the crocodile appeared 250 million years ago
with many of the features that make the croc such a successful
stealth hunter already in place; streamlined body, long tail, 
protective armour and long, powerful jaws.

                                                  These animals included species
                                                  over 10m in length. Some 65 
                                                                                                 million years ago a massive 
                                                   extinction occurred killing off all 
                                                   but a few species of crocodiles. 
                                                   The descendants of these animals
                                                   are the 23 species of crocodiles that
                                                  are found on earth today.
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